SKÅL ECOTOURISM AWARDS 2007/2008

 

Every year Skål International holds its prestigious international Ecotourism Awards competition, writes Lindy Nauta of Hout Bay PR & Design.

Past South African winners of the Award have included Ocean Blue Adventures (Orca), Bushman Sands, White Shark Projects (2004), The Spier Group (2003), Shamwari (2002), with a special mention in 2005 for the Conservation Corporation. Each winner enjoyed substantial international exposure among the 22 000-odd members of Skål worldwide.

As an international organisation of the industry leaders, Skål is a powerful force in the travel and tourism industry to initiate change and encourage the conservation of the environment in order to promote tourism and travel. The awards highlight the best practices in tourism around the world, including the traveller’s responsibility towards ecotourism and the need for active community participation. 

Awards are presented in 6 different categories:

 

1. Tour Operators – Travel Agents

2. Accommodation providers of any size and category in:

2.1 urban areas

2.2 rural areas

3. Transportation

4. General Countryside (Alpine Tourism, Underwater Projects, Beaches, Theme Parks, Scenic Mountains, Rivers, Lakes)

5. Cities–Villages (Community and Government Projects)

6. Educational Programmes – Media

The primary criteria for the evaluation are based on such points like: contribution to the conservation of nature and cultural heritage, community involvement, educational features, business viability and innovation.

In 2007 the Award presentation ceremony will take place in Antalya, Turkey on 05 November 2007 during the 68th Skål World Congress. Next year’s Award presentation is at Taipei, Taiwan, from 12-17 October 2008.

 

The deadline to send in the entries is 30 June 2008. More information and an entry form can be found at www.skal.org (go to ecotourism) or http://www.skal.org/html/ecotourism/eco.asp?idioma=I.

Entrants need not be a member of Skål. 

For further information please contact your local Skål club or Anne Lamb on 021 – 434 7023, anne@yebo.co.za.
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