Preparing for a career in tourism

By Hugh Bartis, Head of Department: Tourism, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University.
Learners often face immense challenges when deciding which career they should embark upon. The inability to make a decision is often a result of a lack of information, and possibly the fact that there is such a wide selection of choices, which may not necessarily have been the case decades ago, writes Hugh Bartis, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University

Their inability may be further compounded due to the fact that many public schools 

no longer have Guidance Counsellors. 

These would have been educators who would have assisted learners in accessing information about careers, institutions of learning and generally advising them. 

The purpose of this article therefore is to provide some insight as to which programmes are available for learners who are interested in studying tourism once they have completed their Grade 12 studies. A programme is a specific qualification in a particular discipline, or field, such as tourism.

A number of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) offer programmes in Tourism Studies. These HEI’s range from your traditional Universities, Universities of Technology (former Technikons) and Comprehensive Universities (a combination of traditional Universities and former Technikons). The following HEIs offer Tourism programmes

for entry level learners, that is, learners wanting to study Tourism after Grade 12, who wish to enrol for either a National 

Diploma (ND), or a Bachelors degree:

Comprehensive Universities:
· Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University 
(ND in Tourism Management)

· University of Johannesburg (ND in Tourism Management)

· Walter Sisulu University (ND in Tourism Management)

· University of South Africa (ND in Tourism Management and BCom in Tourism)

Universities of Technology:
· Cape Peninsula University of Technology (ND in Tourism Management)

· Tshwane University of Technology (ND in Tourism Management)

· Durban University of Technology (ND in Tourism Management)

· Central University of Technology (ND in Tourism Management)

Universities:
· Pretoria University (BCom in Tourism Management)

· Northwest University (BA, BSc, or BCom in Tourism)

· University of Zululand (BA in Tourism and Leisure)

· University of the Western Cape (BA in Tourism Studies)

Learners who wish to access more information, e.g. like admission criteria on tourism programmes at these HEIs could either visit the websites of these HEIs, or write a letter to the Registrar or Admissions Department. Most of these HEIs would also have staff in the Marketing and Corporate Affairs Department who would gladly visit schools that form part of their feeder areas. Feeder areas are regions from which these 

HEIs draw most of their students from.
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