FAIRMONT ZIMBALI RESORT OPENS

With over 60 distinctive hotels, including the iconic Fairmont San Francisco and Fairmont Peace Hotel, Shanghai, and more in development, Fairmont Hotels & Resorts is a global hospitality brand known for its warm and engaging service and culturally rich experiences. Located in coveted worldwide destinations, its unrivalled collection of classic hotels includes properties that imbue a sense of heritage, sophistication, social importance and are often considered destinations in and of themselves. Fairmont Hotels & Resorts is also committed to responsible tourism and is an industry leader in sustainable hotel management with its awardwinning Green Partnership programme. Fairmont is owned by Fairmont Raffles Hotels International, a leading global hotel company with 95 hotels under the Fairmont, Raffles and Swissôtel brands. The company also manages Fairmont and Raffles branded residences, estates and luxury private residence club properties.

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts in June announced the opening of Fairmont Zimbali Resort, the first custom appointed Fairmont international brand property for southern Africa.

This exclusive and elegant 154 room property, located along the eastern coast of South Africa, complements the unadulterated luxury and exacting standards already established within the mixed-use resort environment. Fairmont Zimbali Resort joins the long standing Fairmont Zimbali Lodge, a 76-room property set amongst the indigenous forestation of the resort, overlooking the ocean from a high vantage point. It is not without justification that the lobby entrance to Fairmont Zimbali Resort has acquired the description of ‘the window that frames a masterpiece’, as the views overlooking the Kwazulu-Natal coastline and cascading resort pools, are simply breathtaking. At sunset the view is breathtaking.

Zimbali is the Zulu word for ‘Valley of Flowers.’ The fusion architecture which blends Balinese influence with an authentically local interpretation, integrates seamlessly with the eco-sensitive natural environs. The mixeduse resort is carefully designed to flow without disruption between hotel establishments, complementary food and beverage facilities and the exclusive residential component, which provides the foundation of the development.

Nestled between the pristine beauty of a 700-hectare forest reserve and the shimmering beaches of Kwa-Zulu Natal’s Dolphin Coast on the Indian Ocean, Fairmont Zimbali Resort is an oasis of unspoiled beauty, now enhanced by the magnificence of the Fairmont service and operational deliverables.

The Resort is just 15 minutes from the brand new King Shaka International Airport (KSIA), adding convenience for both leisure and business travellers. Spectacular ocean views, tasteful architectural design and a plethora of dining options are the trademarks of Fairmont Zimbali Resort. With sweeping private verandas and luxurious soaking tubs, guest rooms are styled with stone, wood and the natural materials of the African environment. The range of dining rooms and lounges offers something for every palate, including an elegant steakhouse serving South Africa’s finest grain fed beef and seafood, a beach club offering wood-fired pizza and barbecue, a sensual wine and tapas bar, pool and beach side cocktail bars as well as a relaxing tea and coffee lounge featuring strong African roasts and exclusive Fairmont teas.

With ample space to relax and play and a stunning ballroom that can accommodate 180 guests, the resort is ideal for entertaining conferences, weddings and gala events.

Game-viewing expeditions, safari outings, animal and crocodile farm tours, horseback riding, hiking, mountain biking, surfing, micro-light flying, boating, fishing, shark and dolphin tours are all within easy access of the resort and a short scenic drive in either direction, north or south. The rich heritage of KwaZulu-Natal is a cultural wonderland for learning and exploration, with historical Zulu battlefields and two UNESCO World Heritage sites nearby: the iSimangaliso Wetland Park and the uKhahlamba/Drakensburg Park.

Luxury, comfort and exclusivity are the hallmarks of this international brand, so for guests who prefer not to stray from the Resort, the Willow Stream Spa offers a perfect place to escape, with 8 treatment and steam rooms, and the undivided attention of resident health professionals. There are also five outdoor swimming pools onsite, including a freshwater pool and saltwater pools overlooking the Indian Ocean. For golf aficionados, the new 18-hole golf course, designed by golf champion, Gary Player, is under construction. This will also boast a golf academy and worldclass clubhouse. At the nearby Zimbali Country Club, the Tom Weiskopfdesigned course, one of the finest courses in South Africa, has over the years challenged the keenest golfers at all skill levels. The property is equipped with high-speed Internet access and video-on-demand, ensuring that even along this unspoiled shoreline, guests never need be out of touch with the latest news, movies and games.
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