Keeping away 2010's unwelcome visitors

By Craig Canavan

Preventing the problem before it becomes a problem was the general consensus reached by tourism industry leaders at a recent workshop on child sex tourism held in Johannesburg, writes Craig Canavan.
Organised by Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA), the workshop was designed as an introduction for the local tourism industry to a code of conduct aimed at preventing child sex tourism, with a specific eye toward the soccer World Cup in 2010. The workshop was repeated in Cape Town. 

The Code, as it is known, is an international code of conduct intended to prevent child sex tourism by making the tourism and hospitality industry vigilant and aware. The main purpose of The Code is to make the problem more visible to all and to enable stakeholders, ranging from business managers to community members, to take action against exploitative behaviour by tourists or others associated with the industry.

Though already in operation in many countries across Europe, Asia and the Americas – and having a visible effect in those countries that signed up - Kenya remains the only African country to introduce The Code. That, however, will change soon if Jennifer Seif, executive director of FTTSA, has her way.

“This is just the beginning,” she explained, “a way to introduce the concept to the local tourist industry. Hopefully this will get people interested and talking and we can then take it from there.

“It’s vitally important that we act now rather than later. That we act before it becomes a huge problem that is so much more difficult to handle. And we want to use 2010 as a way of pushing this agenda – we’re not claiming that the World Cup will lead to thousands of perverts invading our shores, we are not trying to use scare tactics; all we want to do is make sure that it can never happen and 2010 is a perfect event to help drive this project and get as many people involved as possible.”

First initiated in 1998 by End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT) in Sweden, The Code has since been adopted by over 60 countries worldwide with more signing up regularly, Kenya being one of the most recent.

In brief, the Code of Conduct for the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism is a project joining the tourism private sector and children’s rights non-governmental organisations, with the aim of preventing sexual exploitation of children at tourism destinations.

Tour operators and their umbrella organisations, travel agents, hotels, airlines and all others with a stake in tourism, which endorse the Code, commit themselves to implement certain measures which include establishing a corporate policy against the commercial sexual exploitation of children; to train their personnel in recognising and dealing with such exploitation; to introduce clauses in contracts with suppliers and clients stating a common repudiation of the sexual exploitation of children; and to provide 

pertinent information to travellers.

For more information see: www.thecode.org.za and www.fairtourismsa.org.za
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