LUXURY COACHES FOR SOUTH AFRICA – ON PAR WITH THE BEST IN THE WORLD

MERCEDES-BENZ BUS AND COACH DIVISION recently delivered 460 luxury and semi-luxury coaches to PRASA (Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa) in good time for the largest sporting event ever held in South Africa. These Mercedes-Benz coaches were seen in several towns across the country, providing superior transportation for tourists and spectators. 

Mercedes-Benz and Marcopolo designed the coaches to meet global standards with modern specifications that rank them favourably with the best commuter coaches in the world. The bus chassis (of the type 0500 RSD 2436) are assembled at Mercedes-Benz South Africa’s East London plant in the Eastern Cape. 

Passenger safety and comfort are prime considerations, and both the inter-city with seating capacity for 61 persons, and the semi-luxury coaches - which seat 61 and 52 persons respectively -are fitted with seat-belts all-round. Both coaches are fully equipped with air-conditioning, entertainment equipment including DVD and MP3 player and monitors, and microphone facilities. 

TRAINING COMPETENT DRIVERS 
Mercedes-Benz provided a driver training concept -‘train-the-trainer’, a course in defensive driving and advanced driving skills. All the Mercedes-Benz coaches are fully automatic and have the latest in technological features which the drivers must operate. In preparation, Mercedes-Benz provided specialised training to their extensive dealer network. “This resource equipped and trained local South Africans,” says Jan Aichinger, Divisional Manager, Mercedes-Benz Bus and Coach division. 

LOCAL CONTENT 
“We are pleased that local content in the semi-luxury coaches is 47%. This is derived from labour, materials including glass, tyres, rims and welded steel structures. The engine blocks are supplied by Atlantis Foundries, a 100% Mercedes-Benz subsidiary in Atlantis in the Western Cape. The body of the luxury coach is imported and local content is 24%, and the chassis is assembled locally,” adds Aichinger. 

There is close co-operation between Mercedes-Benz and their suppliers to ensure that the top quality is maintained on all coaches. This joint commitment between Mercedes-Benz South Africa and their suppliers placed great emphasis on the various quality gates in production processes and to ensure on-time delivery, all timelines are strictly adhered to. 
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