TOURIST OPERATIONS ACROSS BORDERS
By Ramson Masipa, of Cross-Border Road Transport Agency

The Cross-Border Road Transport Agency was established in terms of the Cross–Border Road Transport Act No 4 of 1998, to provide advice, regulation, facilitation and law enforcement in respect of cross-border transport by the public and private sectors, writes Ramson Masipa, of Cross-Border Road Transport Agency. 

The Cross-Border Road Transport is governed by the Members of the Board who are appointed by and report directly to the Minister of Transport. The Agency’s Regulatory Committee is responsible for the regulation of freight and passengers. The Committee meets fortnightly to consider applications for road transport permits from individual operators in the road transport industry. With regard to the passenger industry, it is of paramount importance that potential entrants to the industry must prove beyond any doubt that the existing transport facilities are not sufficient to cater for the needs of the passengers. 

In the interests of promoting the tourism industry, operators are granted SADC-countries’ wide authority. Therefore there is no limitation on the operations to either bilateral or multilateral countries. In addition, these tourist operators are granted permits with a validity period of 12 months. The reason for this practice is that tourist operations are unique and do not compete with other modes of transport.

Important information regarding the applications for temporary and annual permits is sent out in pamphlet form when enquiries are made by potential clients. The use of a temporary permit [fourteen days maximum period], should only be to carry out transport of a temporary nature, whereas the annual permit should be obtained for transport on a permanent basis. [Due to legislation this type of application takes approximately three months to obtain]. The following information and documents must be submitted with each application form before it can be considered.

Temporary Permits: 

· A copy of the company or closed corporation’s registration document, or in the case of a one-man business, a copy of the owner’s identity document or passport.

· A copy of a valid Motor Vehicle Licence and Roadworthy Certificate in respect of each vehicle being applied for.

· A copy of a valid Tax Clearance Certificate-Good Standing, which is obtainable from the South African Revenue Service (SARS).

· A copy of both the front and the back of the Tourist Guide’s card and/or badge.

· ITINERARY: Submit a full itinerary for the journey, in which all starting points, streets, roads, towns, cities destination and border posts that will be travelled on, or through are mentioned. 

· Part D of the application form, the need for the service must be completed in respect of all applications. (Include a brochure and/or advertisements of the service)

· Proof of passenger Liability Insurance must be submitted before a temporary permit can be issued. 

· Two million rand in respect of a 16 – 39 seater vehicle 

· Three million rand in respect of a 40 – and more seater vehicle

· Four million rand in respect of a double-decker bus

· When submitting copies of letters, documents or contracts in support of an application, please ensure that they are clear and legible. Documents that are not clear will not be accepted as supporting evidence. 

Annual Permits:

· A copy of the company or closed corporation’s registration document, or in the case of a one-man business, a copy of the owner’s identity document or passport.

· A copy of a valid Tax Clearance Certificate-Good Standing, which is obtainable from the South African Revenue Service (SARS). NATIONAL CALL CENTRE:0860121218

· A copy of a valid Motor Vehicle Licence and Roadworthy Certificate in respect of each vehicle being applied for if available.

· ROUTE: Indicate the country (s) to which you are intending to operate.

· Part D of the application form, the need for the service must be completed in respect of all applications. (Include a brochure and/or advertisements regarding the service)
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